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ÒThree years after releasing his first solo record, ÒMiniaturenÓ on his own label “choose”, Berlin-based 
Konrad Sprenger (aka Jörg Hiller) now releases ÒVersprochen” on the Italian ÒSchoolmapÓ label. As if 
coyly playing off the various connotations of the title, which could mean ÒpledgeÓ, ÒpromiseÓ or a Òslip 
of the tongueÓ in German, Sprenger delivers a more mature product. Rather than going for the short, 
abbrieviated, cut-off statements found on his first release, heÕs now opting for a deeper and longer 
spatial and temporal scale. These thirteen pieces with evocative titles allow time for dramatic 
development, along the way passing through dark emotional timbres which are then reßected in Dirk 
BellÕs neo-gothic cover portrait art as well as in the choice of font. 
Sprenger spends years in studio production on his work, and the compositions show his attention to 
detail in their luminosity and almost tactile presence. The range of musical styles is as diverse as on his 
Þrst record, yet the pieces seem less like ironic quotations and short forays and more like personal 
statements and explorations into various genres. As always with Sprenger/Hiller, the instrumentation is 
inÞnitely surprising, including classical, folk instruments and electronics performed by professional 
musicians as well as the friends from other disciplines with whom heÕs worked together for many years. 
Sprenger has produced recordings by such diverse artists as Ellen Fullman, Arnold Dreyblatt, Robert 
Ashley and Terry Fox  and has performed for years as Konrad Sprenger with such luminary bands as 
Ethnostress and Ei and the art group Honey-Suckle Company.Ò 
 
Arnold Dreyblatt, 2009 
 
Mastered and cut by Rashad Becker at Dubplates & Mastering, Berlin. 
Cover painting by Dirk Bell. 
               
 
 
                          


